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FOR WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS




	A review of a report just released by the Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights (UAF). By Rochelle Jones

This new report just released by the Urgent Action Fund for Women’s Human Rights (UAF) explores questions of relationship between international responses to conflict and women activists responding to crises in their own countries at depth and makes recommendations to develop new strategies for international actors and women activists to work together in conflict situations. The result of a year-long research project initiated in 2003, over 82 Women’s rights activists were interviewed in three conflict areas: the Balkans (Kosovo and Serbia); Sierra Leone; and Sri Lanka. The focus on these three geographical areas draws attention to the different styles of activism occurring, and the prevalence of different types and forms of conflict and international intervention. 
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Special feature on the NGO Forum held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia):�� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=224" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=224� 


PeaceWomen: � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacewomen.org/un/Beijing10%20/beijing10index.html" ��www.peacewomen.org/un/Beijing10%20/beijing10index.html�


Official website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/index.htm" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/index.htm� 





FINANCING


Concept Note Call


The UNDP Development Policies Office is launching a call for funding up to 100,000$US to support public/private partnership projects which will have a direct impact on poor urban populations.


The Innovative Partnership Grant (IPG) gives the opportunity to national and local Governments, local based communities and associations, Chambers of Commerce and NGOs to engage into a tripartite partnership for local projects. The proposed project must benefits poor people.


All States members of UNDP programme are eligible but priorities will be given to Least Advanced Countries (LAD) notably from Africa and which will have an impact on gender equality. The UNDP wishes it will receive projects which will contributed to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals through efficient partnership between private and public sectors.











SPECIAL CSW-- SPECIAL CSW


Beijing+10 ended March 11th with the adoption of a political declaration and some resolutions which some of them required hard work to include progressive language. Everything was done by women’s rights organisations so that the wording was not less than what was hardly negotiated for the Beijing Declaration and Plan for Action. They also made sure that the outcome would include gender equality as a sine qua non condition to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) that will be revised next September in New York. It is mission accomplished looking at the 49th session of the CSW. Unfortunately, satisfaction was short. Thus, the report of Kofi Annan for the revision of the MDGs neglects the importance of reaching gender equality to fully achieve the Goals.


Read also an interesting review of a report written by the Urgent Action Funds for Women’s Human Rights on relation between women in conflict situations and international funding stakeholders. It notably brings out the fact that there is a long way home before women are really fully included in peace processes although they accomplish tremendous work before, during and after the end of a conflict.


Finally, we apologize for the delay of publishing this last issue. Work conditions were not easy in Togo lately. We still hope that this issue will keep you updated on women’s rights issue in Africa and that you will keep on reading our publication in the future.


Have a nice reading!


Colette LELIÈVRE


CUSO Volunteer, Communication Officer





Also available on our website:


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org" ��www.wildaf-ao.org� 





��
BEIJING +10: End of the 49th session of CSW�
�






Beginning of the 50th Session of the CSW


22 March 2005 also marked the beginning of the 50th Session of the CSW, which included the announcement of the newly elected Bureau members: Chair: El Salvador; and Vice-Chairs: Hungary, Indonesia, Nigeria and the United Kingdom. Beyond the two themes for next year*, we must now turn our attention to the programme of work and the methods of work of the CSW.





women’s rights, exacerbating its invisibility.


3. Human rights protection is often used as a cloak for military intervention, and hence human rights activism is seen as irrelevant to the real job of separating armed forces.


4. Many activists face the decision of whether to focus on core response activities or promote certain activities to ensure funding: there is not enough time to do both during and after a conflict.


RECOGNITION OF THE WORK OF WOMEN ACTIVISTS IS CRUCIAL, BUT REMAINS ELUSIVE


Looking below the surface of conflict situations, the UAF report finds that women’s rights activists make up the bulk of the frontline human rights and humanitarian response to armed conflict. They are there long before international actors arrive, and will remain long after they are gone. It is crucial then, to recognise and collaborate with this work. UAF found that a lack of recognition of women activists leads to several problems occurring:


1. Due to the fact that women’s rights activists are focused on critical service provision during a conflict, they are often left out of the political negotiations that are occurring above them. By the time they are able to shift their energies to political and economic issues, the decisions have already been made, and as a result these processes are detached from reality.





Their participation in the United Nations proceedings is based on former practices acquired through fierce struggle but without formal basis. Besides, many NGOs are increasingly complaining of being allocated little intervention space to act, in terms of time and physical space.5 


Collaboration with government delegations


During UN events, NGOs can work directly with States by being part of the government delegations or indirectly by cooperating with them during the events and try to influence them or to support them. For example, in the draft Resolutions of the 49th session relating to trafficking of women and girls and on the economic empowerment of women, it was observed that only four African countries, South Africa, The Gambia, Nigeria and Kenya, directly proposed language.6 Obviously, the contribution of African countries can be hidden by choice of rather working with already existing blocks of countries such as the Group of the 777 (coalition of developing countries that agree on some points and that make joint proposals). And certainly Rwanda, in collaboration with the Philippines, indeed proposed and caused the adoption of a resolution on the utility of appointing a special Rapporteur in charge of discriminatory laws against women. As for Mauritius, it proposed, on behalf of Southern African Development Community (SADC), the resolution on women and
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Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, and, in this regard, pledge to undertake further action to ensure their full and accelerated implementa-tion;


3. Emphasize that the full and effective implement-tation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action is essential to achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration1, and stress the need to ensure the integration of a gender perspective in the high-level plenary meeting on the review of the Millennium Declaration;


4. Recognize that the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the fulfilment of the obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women are mutually reinforcing in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women;





(Continued from page 2)


End of the 49th session of CSW


like to move away from that debate, and ask why we need to have either. While some formal documents may need to be adopted, negotiated outcomes are not the full measure of the Commission’s value. The success of a Commission should not be judged by the number of pages of agreed text it produces. Negotiated texts such as agreed conclusions will always have their place - this Commission still needs to consider new and emerging issues as it did last year, for example, on the role of men and boys. But agreed conclusions and resolutions should not be the inevitable default activity of this Commission.





The real value in this Commission is that it provides a truly unique forum for substantive exchange by capital based experts that exists nowhere else. The increase of panel discussions and roundtables over the last few years has been a significant improvement in the Commission’s programme of work. Now, however, we need to work on enabling more experts to actually attend them.





Next year we have the opportunity, in discussing our future work programme, to re-examine our methods of work. In doing so, we should examine the experiences of other functional commissions, including the Commission on Sustainable Development…”


1	Download the declaration: � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacewomen.org/un/Beijing10%20/CANZCSWWorkingMethods.doc" ��www.peacewomen.org/un/Beijing10%20/CANZCSWWorkingMethods.doc�





Reproduction of a text published in 1325 PeaceWomen E-News Issue #57: March 30, 2005


Resources *** Resources


Information on the process of Beijing+10 and African meetings: � HYPERLINK "http:// www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/article.php3?id_article=375 " ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=147�








NETWORK NEWS








African Union Watch





The next summit of the African Union wil lbe in Syrte, Libya in July 2005.





Follow-up on the Protocol to the treaty establishing the African Economic Community relating to the Pan-African Parliament


No change (46 ratifications) since the inauguration of the Parliament on 18 March 2004. It is in force since December 14th 2003.


Follow-up on the Protocol relating to the establishment of the Peace and Security Council


As of 1st March 2005, Egypt ratified the Protocol for a total of 38 ratifications. Botswana, Cape-Verde, Erythrea and Tunisia did not sign it yet. It is in force since December 26th 2003.


Follow up of the Protocol related to the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights


Twenty countries ratified as of 18 February 2005. It is into force since 25 January 2004.





Follow up of the Protocol on the Court of Justice of the African Union


Up to 8 March 2005, 7 out of 53 ratified the Protocol and 36 countries signed it.


African Union: � HYPERLINK "www.africa-union.org" ��www.africa-union.org�


��
The Pan African Parliament held its third session in Mildrand, South Africa


Started March 30th and ended April 11th, parliamentarians debated about the United Nations reform, the revision of the Millennium Development Goals, NEPAD and the �
�
spread of HIV/AIDS. A workshop on gender was also organized to raise awareness of the African Union and representatives about gender equality issues, to develop strategies and a plan of action for the committee on gender issues and to discuss about the role of members of the Pan African Parliament in the promotion of the good governance and equality.


The Pan African Parliament took the opportunity to unveil its new logo and to launch its Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pan-african-parliament.org" ��www.pan-african-parliament.org�.


African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR)


At its 36th session in Dakar (Senegal), the Commission decided that there would be an extraordinary session to be held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) from March 15-19 2005 because of the big amount of pending mission reports (17 reports) which required to be adopted so their content could be communicated to the States that were visited. The 37th ordinary session started on April 27th and ended its work on May 11th in Banjul (The Gambia). The NGO Forum, organised by the African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies (ACDHRS) in prelude to the 37th session, took place from April 24-26.


ACHPR: � HYPERLINK "http://www.achpr.org" ��www.achpr.org� 


ACDHRS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.acdhrs.org" ��www.acdhrs.org�


The launch of ECOSOCC was done but will it be to what NGOs would like it to be? Not so sure!


The Economic, Social and Cultural Council of the African Union was launched in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) on March 29th. It is to be a coordination and networking tool for the participation of the civil society in the African Union. Let be remind that this AU organ must notably ‘promote, advocate and defend a culture of gender equality’ (art. 2.6). The composition of its members shall ensure gender equality (art. 4.2). Thus seven women have been elected as members of the interim office. But the launch was surprising for most people. Mrs Wangari Mathai, winner of the 2004 Peace Nobel award and also a minister in her country, was chosen to be the President of the Council regardless of the conflict of interest that was evident for most people. Not been anymore part of the civil society, a lot of people think that she doesn’t belong there.


Read texts from Mr. Tajudeen Abdul Raheem � HYPERLINK "http://www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27619" ��www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27619� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27721" ��www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27721� 








Programme of work of the CSW�In 2006, the Economic and Social 


Themes for the 50th Session of the CSW


Item 1: Enhanced participation of women in development: an enabling environment for achieving gender equality and the advancement of women, taking into account, inter alias, the fields of education, health and work.�Item 2: Equal participation of women and men in decision-making processes at all levels.


Council will adopt a new multi-year programme of work, setting out the 





Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa


Only 37 States parties have signed it and ten (10) have ratified as of March 8th 2005 �
�
West Africa�
East Africa�
Southern Africa�
Central Africa�
North Africa�
�
Benin�
Comoros�
Lesotho�
Burundi�
Algeria�
�
Burkina Faso�
Djibouti�
Mozambique�
Congo�
Libya�
�
Côte d’Ivoire�
Ethiopia�
Namibia�
Democratic Rep. Of Congo�
�
�
Gambia�
Kenya�
South Africa�
Chad�
�
�
Ghana�
Madagascar�
Zimbabwe�
Equatorial Guinea�
�
�
Guinea�
Rwanda�
Swaziland�
Gabon�
�
�
Guinea Bissau�
Tanzania�
�
�
�
�
Liberia�
Uganda�
�
�
�
�
Mali�
Mauritius�
�
�
�
�
Niger�
�
�
�
�
�
Nigeria�
�
�
�
�
�
Senegal�
�
�
�
�
�
Sierra Leone�
�
�
�
�
�
Togo�
�
�
�
�
�
14�
9�
6�
6�
2�
�
Number of countries for each region�
�
16�
13�
10�
9�
5�
�
Number of countries which have ratified for each region�
�
3�
3�
3�
0�
1�
�
To keep up to date on signatures and ratification, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.africa-union.org" ��www.africa-union.org� and check Treaties, conventions and Protocols etc. under Official Documents section.
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Rising up in Response


conflict, when donors ‘mainstream’ funding to bilateral arrangements with the government. Women’s human rights activists are the most marginalised in this situation, questioning the appropriateness of receiving money from the government and yet lacking consistent and good access to international donors. They have limited access to information, face language and cultural barriers, and have to also deal with the fact that international actors are situated outside the local community meaning travel costs and the costs of caring for family members. These barriers significantly limit their response capacity.


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL ACTORS


UAF recommends the following actions to be taken by the international community in order to reach out to women activists and to strengthen their capacity to conduct their critical work in safety: 


1. Increase women’s access to critical decision-making processes throughout conflicts by reforming the current international response design and implementation processes.


2. Provide women activists with consistent, accessible funding throughout conflicts by ending practices like ‘mainstreaming’ and improving funding processes.


3. Strengthen relationships between women activists and international actors by offering practical support such as covering the cost of safe transport and accommodation, and by engaging in outreach to understand their strategies and priorities.


4. Support women activists in order to address their operational constraints by providing access to communication and information systems and freedom of movement.














Anticipating Millennium + 5


Progress for children. A report card on gender parity and primary education


Reports on where the world stands in its commitments to eliminate gender disparity in education by 2005.


Reports available in HTML and PDF: � HYPERLINK "http:// www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/2005n2/" �� www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/2005n2/�


********


Girls can’t wait. Briefing paper for the UN Beijing+10 Review and Appraisal


Paper which proposes a new action plan to get every girl in school and learning.


Paper: � HYPERLINK "http://www.campaignforeducation.org/documents/news/2005/" ��www.campaignforeducation.org/documents/news/2005/�


********


Make every mother and child count


Report of the World Health Organisation (WHO) on child and maternal health.


Report in HTML and PDF: � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/whr/2005/en/index.html" ��www.who.int/whr/2005/en/index.html� 


********


Women of our World


Data sheet which provides updated estimates on women’s status and progress in reproductive health, education, work, and public life. A policy brief, Taking Stock of Women’s Progress, summarizes the findings of the data sheet.


Report:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.prb.org/pdf05/WomenOfOur World2005.pdf" ��www.prb.org/pdf05/WomenOfOur World2005.pdf� 


Source: Carrefour 4, Issue 15


African Union Watch


About the two African Courts


Two documents on missions of both Courts and the potential fusion of them.


Court of Justice: � HYPERLINK "http://www.africafiles.org/article.asp?ID=8526" ��www.africafiles.org/article.asp?ID=8526�


Declaration for the urgent implementation of the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights: � HYPERLINK "http://www.africafiles.org/article.asp?ID=8652" ��www.africafiles.org/article.asp?ID=8652� 





We, the representatives of Governments gathering at the forty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women in New York on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in 1995, in the context of the review of the outcomes of the Conference and of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, entitled .Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century., and its contribution to the high-level plenary meeting of the Assembly on the review of the United Nations Millennium Declaration,� to be held from 14 to 16 September 2005;


1. Reaffirm the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action� adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly;�


2. Welcome the progress made thus far towards achieving gender equality, stress that challenges and obstacles remain in the implementation of the Beijing 





Political Declaration adopted at the 49th session of the CSW





5. Call upon the United Nations system, international and regional organizations, all sectors of civil society, including non-governmental organizations, as well as all women and men, to fully commit themselves and to intensify their contributions to the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly.


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/documents/Declaration%20issued%20by%20the%20CSW%20as%20revised.pdf" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/Review/documents/Declaration%20issued%20by%20the%20CSW%20as%20revised.pdf�


�	See General Assembly resolution 55/2.


� 	Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.


� 	Resolution S-23/2, annex, and resolution S-23/3, annex.


Also available in our website: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=225" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=225�





2. Post-conflict violence actually increases due to a number of factors, such as the rise in the number of individuals and groups that pose a potential threat, an expansion of different forms of violence such as trafficking and prostitution, and a prevailing sense of impunity due to an interruption to the rule of law. Just when women’s rights activists are struggling to deal with increasing levels of structural violence, international actors perceive the violent phase of the conflict to be over. Public violence turns private.


3. Finally, women’s rights activists face security threats that are different from those faced by international actors. They are exposed to violence for long periods of time, their work is either unpaid or poorly paid, and the basic features required to work in safety are usually absent, such as secure transport and information and communication systems. Many women activists are also supporting and protecting their families at the same time, providing an additional burden of care.


RELATIONSHIPS WITH INTERNATIONAL ACTORS


The UAF report found that the lack of stable, flexible funding is one of the most significant operational barriers to women’s human rights activists. This situation is particularly pertinent post-
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EVENTS





28 February-11 March 2005 / Agenda item 3 (c)


Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and to the special session of the General Assembly entitled .Women 2000: gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century: implementation of strategic objectives and action in the critical areas of concern and further actions and initiatives.


Declaration adopted by the Commission on the Status of Women at its forty-ninth session as orally amended on the 4 March 2005.








WOMAN OF HONOUR


Three African Women nominated for the Perdita Huston Award 2005


Named from an author and journalist who was committed to giving voice to women in developing countries, the award is given every year. Bogaletch Gebre, from Ethiopia, Joy Constance Kwesiga from Uganda and Salima Tlemçani from Algeria were among final nominees in 2005.


Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.perditahustonaward.com" ��www.perditahustonaward.com� 





FINANCING


AISI Media Awards


The AISI Media Awards were introduced in 2003 to encourage more informed coverage of the information society and ICT for development issues in Africa as part of ECA’s Information Society Outreach and Communication Programme. The Awards are aimed at individual journalists and media institutions based in Africa that are “promoting journalism which contributes to a better understanding of the information society in Africa“. See notably the OSIWA/AISI Best Female Reporter on ICT4D Issues will rewarded women’s journalists of the region and their stories on ICT and development.


Deadlines: July 31st 2005 (except for AISI/GKP/SDC’s category which is September 30th 2005)


More information: www.uneca.org/aisi/mediaaward.htm


Source: Wougnet, Update Newsletter March 2005


**********


Deadline to submit a project: 30 May 2005


Funding available for the end of July 2005.





Africa: 


Maleye Diop: � HYPERLINK "mailto:maleye.diop@undp.org" �maleye.diop@undp.org� 


or 


Jenny Tough: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jenny.tough@undp.org" �jenny.tough@undp.org�

















Effective Participation of Africans Women in the CSW Process?





On 22 March 2005, the 49th Session of the CSW was brought to a close with the adoption of the Bureau’s report on CSW49.  The final negotiations on the resolutions and the writing of the chairperson’s summaries on the content of the panels and roundtables have been completed.  The resolutions and summaries were distributed at the final meeting of the 49th Session. Final statements were made by the CSW Chairwoman, Ms. Kyung-wha Kang, the UN Special Adviser on Gender Issues, Ms. Rachel Mayanja, and governmental groups, as well as individual States.








You are member of WiLDAF/FeDDAF West African Network and wish to publicize your activities? Your initiative? Your association?


Send us your text (long or short, what counts is the content!) by e-mail to WiLDAF West Africa.


The deadline for the reception of the texts is: June 1st 2005 (for July 2005 issue).


Who are the Newsletter readers? The WiLDAF West Africa Newsletter is distributed to WiLDAF West Africa members in nine countries of the sub-region BUT ALSO to our partners in Africa, Europe, Scandinavian countries and America.


For any question or comment, don’t hesitate to contact us. 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wildaf-ao.org" ��info@wildaf-ao.org� 





GOOD WEBSITES








overall themes for the next 5 years of CSW. 


This is an important opportunity for civil society to voice its ideas and concerns regarding the work of the CSW. 





Methods of work of the CSW�At the closing of the 49th Session of the CSW, New Zealand presented a statement on the working methods of CSW on behalf of the delegations of Canada, Australia and New Zealand (CANZ). CANZ has presented this statement during the previous three sessions of the CSW. Below are some excerpts of this statement, illustrating the kinds of governmental concerns that exist regarding the current methods of work of the CSW:





“…It is time to take a new approach. We have had debates on the Commission’s working methods in the past. But much of those debates have focused on the pros and cons of negotiating agreed conclusions versus negotiating resolutions. We would 


(Continued page 3)








Thus, during the last session of CSW, a political statement and resolutions were adopted. Despite the often general character of such documents, they are an indication of the political will of States. Besides, it is easy to realise it when one sees the points on which the negotiations come up against rather than the others. 


During the session, the first obstacles emerged in connection with the political statement� while the United States wished to add a short sentence criticised by most of the other delegations and which reads as follows: do not create new international human rights and do not include the right to abortion.2 NGOs came together and published more than one statement3 that urged the States to loudly and clearly reaffirm their commitment towards the Beijing platform of action without restriction. Several African organisations fully took part in this inter-NGOs process. Thus, pan African associations and organisations from Nigeria, Cameroon, Tunisia, Egypt and Mali signed them. 


NGOs also had the opportunity to make statements or to intervene orally during the high level panels and meetings. Africa was well prepared for this process. Thus, the African Women Caucus decided during the meeting held on Tuesday 1st, March on which organisations would coordinate








You are surfing on INTERNET? Here are some interesting sites!


Subject: the Women and Girls Education Network in ECOWAS website serves as a bulletin board of the network's activities of the EFA Gender Focal Points in ECOWAS as well as a discussion forum with a view to facilitate information exchange between sub-regional network members and concerned actors.


Language:  English and French


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dakar.unesco.org/wene/index_en.html" ��www.dakar.unesco.org/wene/index_en.html�


Subject: CIPACO is a portal on international and regional ICT policies (news, agenda, online library, newsletter, guides, etc.) focusing on West Africa and Central Africa.


Language: English and French


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.panos-ao.org/ntic/cipaco_eng.htm" ��www.panos-ao.org/ntic/cipaco_eng.htm�


If you know websites that readers of our Newsletter could use in their work, don’t hesitate to share this information with us!








Follow-up on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)


179 countries have ratified the Convention up to 20 October 2004.


On ratifications: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/states.htm" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/states.htm�


Follow-up on the Optional Protocol to CEDAW


Up to 7 January 2005, only 76 countries have signed, twelve (12) from Africa. 


On ratifications: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/sigop.htm" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/sigop.htm�


Follow-up on the amendment of article 20 paragraph 1 of CEDAW


As of 11 June 2004, only 45 States parties have agreed on the amendment. 


To know more about the amendment, read our Newsletter No 19 of July 2004 at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/rubrique=autrebulletin.php3?id_rubrique=83" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/rubrique=autrebulletin.php3?id_rubrique=83� 


More information on CEDAW: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=294" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=294� 





Behaviour & Social Change in HIV/AIDS


This training programme aims to provide relevant, accessible and cost-effective training that is geared towards the promotion of solutions to African health and socio-economic problems.


Venue: Nairobi, Kenya


Date: 4 to 15 July 2005


Information:


� HYPERLINK "http://webmail.lelievreturcotte.net/horde/util/go.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.comminit.com%2Fevents_calendar%2F2005-events%2Fevents-3545.html&Horde=b6b61439f6f153b0dd951ce416550fee" \t "_blank" �www.comminit.com/events_calendar/2005-events/events-3545.html��Contact: � HYPERLINK "mailto:amreftraining@amrefhq.org" ��amreftraining@amrefhq.org�


Source: Drum Beat, 6 April 2005


*********


The World Youth, Development and ICT Conference (WYDI 2005)


'Young People Creating a Global Culture'


Believing that the youth is the idealism, who will play vital and strategic roles in the advancement and progress of a nation tomorrow, the OneVillage Foundation Tanzania and Bangladesh Youth Forum on ICT are hosting this conference.


More information on the conference and registration: �HYPERLINK "http://www.wydi2005.tk/"��www.wydi2005.tk� 


Venue: Arusha, Tanzania


Date: 11 to 14 August 2005


Source: e-CIVICUS 247


********


Women and ICT: challenges and opportunities


Venue: Johannesburg, South Africa


Date: 3 to 5 August 2005


Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cipaco.org/article.php3?id_article=146&lang" ��www.cipaco.org/article.php3?id_article=146&lang�= 


Source: Info – CIPACO no 00 – 03 – 2005


********


Human Rights Committee


84th session: 11 to 29 July 2005


85the session: 17 October to 4 Nov. 2005





Venue: Geneva, Switzerland


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/french/bodies/chr/sessions/61/index.htm" �� www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/sessions.htm� 
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Contributing authors for this issue:


Françoise AGBAHOLOU


Mathilde Afiwoavi APETOGBO


Kafui ADJAMAGBO-JOHNSON


Colette LELIÈVRE
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WOMEN ACTIVISTS ARE KEY ACTORS


UAF found that in the midst of acute crises, women can be found addressing immediate healthcare issues, establishing informal education systems, working with survivors of violence and offering advice and providing services and support. Some stay behind when many have fled, and others cross borders and work in refugee camps to alleviate suffering and negotiate access with armed actors. At the cessation of open armed conflict, women turn to re-establishing critical services, aiding return and reconstruction processes, ensuring access to justice and supporting political and economic development.


WOMEN ACTIVISTS REMAIN INVISIBLE, HOWEVER


Yet its findings reveal that for most international actors responding to a conflict, the work of women’s human rights activists remains peripheral and invisible? And in a worse case scenario such as the response to the Kosovo conflict, activists are marginalised, their work duplicated or dismissed. The report reveals several factors contributing to this invisibility:


1. There is a perception amongst international actors that women and girls are primarily passive victims of war. Consequently, international actors rarely seek out and consult with women activists.


2. Women’s rights activism is often incorporated into broader human rights agendas that overlook











Benin


From 06 to 08 September 2004, WiLDAF/FeDDAF (W/F)-Benin in partnership with Women’s Legal Right Initiative / Initiative des droits juridiques de la femme (WLR) organized a workshop on the Family Code for members of their network.


From 27 to 29 December 2004, it organized again with WLR a seminar to reflect on the implementation of the Code targeting judicial stakeholders (lawyers, judges, Presidents of Courts).


FUTUR ACTIVITIES


W/F-Benin already submitted two other projects at WLR, the first related to trainings for local elected representatives and the second to produce TV shows debating about the Code.


(Continued on page 9)











Ghana: Vitamin A Deficiency, A Cause of High Child Mortality


Health of pregnant women is also affected by poor nutrition. The Ghana Demographic and Health Survey (GDHS) has revealed unacceptably high levels of malnutrition among children in the country.


Article dated March 23rd 2005: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ippf.org" ��www.ippf.org� 


**********


Guinea: Government Study Shows HIV Infections Rising


Plans to increase treatment service provision. A new sentinel survey of pregnant women, who underwent voluntary AIDS testing in maternity clinics, indicates that 4.3 percent of Guinea's adult population is infected with HIV. This represents a big jump from the figure of 2.8 per cent suggested by the previous sentinel survey carried out in 2001.


Article dated March 30th 2005: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ippf.org" ��www.ippf.org� 


**********


Southern Africa: Call for 30% women’s representation in public office by 2005


Gender and Free Expression organisations call for 30% women’s representation in public office by 2005.


Article: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27248" ��www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27248� 


**********


Uganda: Ugandan Muslins March in Defence of Polygamy


Women’s Groups Support the Proposal. Hundreds of Ugandan Muslims demonstrated in Kampala to protest against a proposed restriction on polygamy which they see as an affront to their religion. Under Islamic law, a Muslim man is allowed to take up to four wives, as long as he can provide for all of them equally.


Article dated March 31st 2005: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ippf.org" ��www.ippf.org� 


UGANDAN MUSLIMS MARCH IN DEFENCE OF POLYGAMY��Women’s Groups Support the Proposal��Hundreds of Ugandan Muslims demonstrated in Kampala to protest against a proposed restriction on polygamy which they see as an affront to their religion. Under Islamic law, a Muslim man is allowed to take up to four wives, as long as he can provide for all of them equally. Ghana: Media urged to expose corruption in society


Mr Daniel Batidam, Executive Secretary of the Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII), on Thursday, urged the Media to expose corruption and other social vices in society rather than concentrating on politicians.
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Mauritania: Little progress in fighting slavery, FGM in Mauritania 


A Mauritanian human rights committee, after a three-year delay, finally has been enable to report on the progress in the fight against slavery, female genital mutilation (FGM) and racial discrimination in the country. While the Committee mapped grave problems, authorities in Mauritania keep denying there are any matters of concern. 
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Gender Equality in Africa


This course examines the latest developments with regard to gender equality and considers the implications thereof for the women of Africa. It aims to generate informed debate and some advocacy and research skills in order to enhance the promotion of gender equality at all levels. 


Venue: Pretoria, South Africa


Date: 5-9 September 2005


Information: 


Course Coordinator�Good Governance Programme�Centre for Human Rights�Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria�Pretoria 0002�South Africa�Fax: +27 12 362 5125�Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ggp@postino.up.ac.za" �ggp@postino.up.ac.za��Site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.chr.up.ac.za/ggp/" ��www.chr.up.ac.za/ggp/� 


Source: Pambazuka no 200 : 31 March 2005


******


Training on Gender Policy and HIV/AIDS


This course focuses on  enhancing the capacities of senior-level actors, policy-makers and managers working with HIV/AIDS issues relating  to gender and policy. It consists of familiarising participants with key gender policy concepts and the sharing of information and experiences on HIV issues.


Venue: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania


Date: June/July 2005


Information: 


Regional AIDS Training �Network (RATN)


Beatrice Hezekiel


P.O Box 8921 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 


Tel.: +255-22-244-3205, 244-3450


Email: �� HYPERLINK "mailto:beatrice.hezekiel@tgnp.co.tz" �beatrice.hezekiel@tgnp.co.tz� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@tgnp.co.tz" �info@tgnp.co.tz��


Source: HRC/ELDIS HIV/AIDS Reporter 22nd February 2005





NETWORK NEWS

















2	� HYPERLINK "http://www.peacewomen.org/un/Beijing10%20/B10PolDecAdoption.html" ��www.peacewomen.org/un/Beijing�10%20/B10PolDecAdoption.html�


3	NGO statements of 1st and 3rd March: � HYPERLINK "http://www.planetwire.org/wrap/files.fcgi/5275_NGOstatement.htma" ��www.planetwire.org/wrap/files.fcgi/5275_NGOstatement.htma� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.planetwire.org/wrap/files.fcgi/5275_NGOstatement.htm" ��www.planetwire.org/wrap/files.fcgi/5275_NGOstatement.htm. �


4	Read the statements: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/article.php3?id_article=562" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/article.php3?id_article=562. �


5	See the article NGOs: welcome to the United Nations or not? of Colette Lelièvre published in the daily Newsletter The CSW news, Africa Special of March 4, 2005: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/IMG/pdf/Nouvelles_CSW_040305.pdf" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/IMG/pdf/Nouvelles_CSW_040305.pdf. �


6	Documents published on the FAFIA site and that you can also download from the WiLDAF/FeDDAF-AO site:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/article.php3?id_article=562" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/article.php3?id_article=562. �


7	See their website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.g77.org" ��www.g77.org�











prior to, during and after the events in order to further promote African women’s points of view and priorities. The presence is not sufficient. It is also necessary to occupy all spaces, no matter how small, both in the political and media spheres and to benefit from all the official and informal platforms to advance their vision.


Colette Lelièvre


CUSO Volunteer


Communication Officer


WiLDAF/FeDDAF-West Africa


�	Declaration in Doc and PDF format: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=225" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=225�.





International: HIPC has ‘failed’: Statement from the Commonwealth civil society


Statement by representatives of civil society to the 7th Commonwealth HIPC Ministerial Forum. 


Article: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27380" ��www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27380� 


Fourteen West African countries are potentially eligible to this initiative. 


World Bank: � HYPERLINK "web.worldbank.org" ��web.worldbank.org� 





PUBLICATION


Rapport sur la violence contre les enfants en Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre


Preliminary report by UNICEF on violence against children in the West African and Central sub regions.


Report and status of reports by the States as of April 6th 2005 (in French): � HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/fr/article.php3?id_article=303" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=303� 





Anticipating Millennium + 5


Advocating for Sexual and Reproductive Health in the Context of the Five-Year Review of the Millennium Declaration


This background paper aims to provide a complete overview of the review process of the Millennium Declaration and the MDGs and identify opportunities for NGOs and other stakeholders to advocate for the inclusion of sexual and reproductive health and rights within this framework.


Paper: 








Swaziland: ‘A custom Tied to a Lifestyle That No Longer Exists’


The custom of paying a bride price – referred to in Swaziland as "lobola" – is a longstanding tradition in this Southern African country, which is also home to Africa’s last absolute monarchy.


Article: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipsnews.net/africa/interna.asp?idnews=28047" ��www.ipsnews.net/africa/interna.asp?idnews=28047� 


**********


Zimbabwe: Abortion figures underscore need for more reproductive health education


An estimated 70,000 illegal abortions take place in Zimbabwe every year, says a new report by the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF).


The UN agency called for a national education drive to raise awareness of sexual and reproductive health. 


Article: � HYPERLINK "http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=46383" ��www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=46383� 


**********


Africa: African civil society organisations issue ultimatum on debt to the G8


 Over 70 representatives of African Civil Society Organisations drawn from over 20 countries meeting in Nairobi to consult on the Global Call Against Poverty (GCAP) will organize simultaneous demonstrations of solidarity and protest across Africa on July 1 if significant movement on Africa’s debt is not made at the World Bank and IMF spring meetings in April.


Article: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27621" ��www.pambazuka.org/index.php?id=27621�


Africa: African civil society organisations issue ultimatum on debt to the G8�Friday, 1 April, 2005��Press Release��AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS TO ISSUE AN ULTIMATUM ON DEBT TO THE G8��Over 70 representatives of African Civil Society Organisations drawn from over 20 countries meeting in Nairobi to consult on the Global Call Against Poverty (GCAP), will organize simultaneous demonstrations of solidarity and protest across Africa on July 1 if significant movement on Africa’s debt is not made at the World Bank and IMF spring meetings in April.Ghana: Media urged to expose corruption in society


Mr Daniel Batidam, Executive Secretary of the Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII), on Thursday, urged the Media to expose corruption and other social vices in society rather than concentrating on politicians.








3rd Preparatory Conference of the WSIS


It should be the last preparatory conference (Prep COM) before the opening of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).


Venue: Geneva, Switzerland


Date: 19 to 30 September 2005


Information:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/wsis/preparatory2/pc3/index.html" ��www.itu.int/wsis/preparatory2/pc3/index.html� 


Source: Pambazuka News 200, 31 March 2005


********


World Summit on the Information Society


Venue: Tunis, Tunisia


Date: 16 to 18 November 2005


Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/wsis" ��www.itu.int/wsis� 


NGO Gender Caucus: � HYPERLINK "http://www.genderit.org" ��www.genderit.org�


Civil Society Gender Caucus: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wougnet.org/WSIS/wsisgc.html" ��www.wougnet.org/WSIS/wsisgc.html�











Workshop: Abandoning Female Genital Cutting:


Communicating Information and Better Practices to Policymakers


The Population Reference Bureau, in collaboration with Mwangaza Action, is pleased to inform you of a workshop dedicated toward developing policy communication and advocacy skills among participants from Francophone African countries. The objective is to increase the use of available data and information on better practices for establishing or improving policies and programs to abandon FGC.


Venue: Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso


Date: 13-24 June 2005





More information:


* Justine Sass of PRB at jsass@prb.org


* Djingri Ouoba ofMwangaza Action at mwangaz@fasonet.bf


Source: AWID Carrefour vol. 4 no 9


********************








(Continued from p. 5)


HIV/AIDS. But in the light of the two resolutions which generated the most objections and were subjected to many negotiations, those on the economic field and trafficking, we observe low participation of the African continent in the drafting of the documents which are officially adopted by the United Nations member States. Similarly, we observe that only four countries, in addition to those that proposed resolutions, Algeria, Burkina Faso, Niger and South Africa, intervened during the plenary to explain their position or their vote.  


The working of the major events of the UN is not easy to be understood at first glance. First, there are plenaries, panels and all sorts of high level activities at the official level. One should then add the contribution of NGOs that organise side events on their favourite topics. But in addition to that, there are all the formal and informal meetings conducted according to the way things go and to the needs. And it is there that States can make their voices heard and work directly on the negotiated documents. It is still through this way that NGOs can intervene while holding discussions with allied delegations, by proposing language and paragraphs and by supporting them by publishing statements. 


It is true that the room for manoeuvre of the NGOs is small. But what this short analysis reveals is the need to train women of NGOs and government delegations on how to act in the United Nations,





each of the statements and interventions: FEMNET dealt with that concerning the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and the national coordination of Senegal NGOs addressed that on CEDAW. The final report in the form of summary of the October 2004 NGO Forum was used as statement for the panel on the evaluation of the platform. An organisation from Botswana worked on that concerning young girls and boys. WiLDAF/FeDDAF produced that for the panel on the role of regional and inter-governmental organisations and the Ivorian Network of Women Organisations (RIOF), in collaboration with WiLDAF/FeDDAF, made oral interventions during the panel on the celebration of International Women’s Day4. 


However, this will to participate in the greatest number of official events was not achieved. Thus, speech time for speakers is rare and limited during United Nations conferences. Although the names of NGO delegates were furnished to the department of the Commission, many of them were finally unable to obtain the opportunity to address the gathering. Some did not even gain access to the room. It should be observed that in the United Nations, NGOs are invited, let us say, on unofficial basis. Nothing obliges the organisation to accommodate NGOs in one way or the other.





- NEWS FLASH - NEWS FLASH - NEWS FLASH








EVENTS


CEDAW Committee


The Gambia, Benin and Burkina Faso reports will be examined at the 33rd session. The one from Mali and Togo will be handle at the 34th session.


33rd session: 5 to 22 July 2005


34th session: 16 January to 6 Feb. 2006


Venue: New York


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/33sess.htm" ��www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/33sess.htm�


Consultation on the optional protocol to CEDAW


Organized by International Women's Rights Action Watch - Asia Pacific.


More information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.iwraw-ap.org/announcements.htm" ��www.iwraw-ap.org/announcements.htm� 


Date: 27 to 30 August 2005


Venue: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia


Source: 1325 PeaceWomen E-News Issue #58: April 12, 2005


Anticipating Millennium + 5


The revision of the Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) will be held in New York from September 14 to 16 2005.


From the start of this program, the goals were criticized for their lack of gender awareness. Since then, women and women’s organisations worked hard to change this situation. For instance, they made sure that gender equality as a sine qua non condition to achieve MDGs was included in the political declaration of the 49th session of the CSW. At that time, they all though that the General Secretary, Mr. Kofi Annan, agreed with this declaration. So everybody was surprised to note how little space was given to the status of women in its report, In larger freedom, published for the coming revision of the MDGs. 


So women’s organizations took the lead denouncing the lack of gender sensitiveness. They requested to meet Mr. Kofi Annan. They are still waiting for its answer.


You will find more information in our website: copy of the letter sent to Mr. Annan, resources, etc. and how to get involved in the process of revision.


Millennium+5: www.wildaf-ao.org/eng/article.php3?id_article=288





Source: Pambazuka.org, IPPF news, etc.





Events


African Gender Award 2005


First year of the Award which were given to two women’s rights defenders in Africa: President Wade of Senegal and President Mbeki of South Africa.





Date: 1-2 May 2005


Venue: Dakar, Senegal





Information: � HYPERLINK "http://www.africangenderawards.org/" ��www.africangenderawards.org/� 


******


Advocacy & Policy Influencing


This residential training course will aim to give participants, from Northern and Southern non-government organisations, a thorough understanding of the policy formulation process and how they can influence it.





Venue: Oxford, United Kingdom


Date: 6 to 10 June 2005


Information:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.comminit.com/events_calendar/2005-events/events-3483.html" ��www.comminit.com/events_calendar/2005-events/events-3483.html��Contact alaing@intrac.org or � HYPERLINK "mailto:training@intrac.org" ��training@intrac.org�


�Source: Drum Beat, 6 April 2005 








Effective Participation of African’s Women in the CSW Process: a Lot Remains To Be Done


Participation in a UN event is not easy. It is a huge organisation with a functioning, mainly with respect to negotiations, that may be difficult for a layman to understand.

















(Continued from page 8)


Benin


The network waits for the decision of its partner. W/F-Benin is working in the mean time on popularizing a version of the Code again with WLR. It will soon start. The network is thinking of submitting this project to the Danish Royal Embassy which is implementing a new program on ‘Good Governance and Human Rights’.


W/F-Benin signed a partnership contract with the Dutch Development Service (SNV) to organize a series of training: for members of the network on gender, for women on leadership and for deputies mayors on the Family Code. W/F-Benin is on its way of concluding a new partnership with the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) to perpetuate activities of the Law and Development for Women Center (CDDF). The contract should last for 12 months. Finally, the follow-up committee of the Protocol to the ACHPR continue to follow the work of the Government Secretariat and of the Foreign Affairs so they transmit quickly the instrument of ratification to authorities of the African Union.


Togo


29 January 2005: workshop on the Protocol at the CNTT in Lomé.


7 March 2005: debate in Lomé on the theme of «Education to gender equality so women can access decision making area» on the occasion of the International Day of Women on March 8th.


29 and 30 March 2005: training workshop on ‘Gender and reproduction health’ in collaboration with the World Health Organisation in Lomé.


FUTUR ACTIVITIES


*Organisation of training workshops on the «Fistula» for paralegals which will relay the information to people which have little or no information on this sickness; Funding have been found to restart the «Fight against sexual harassment in school» project; Follow-up of the lobbying for the ratification of the Protocol for the Rights of Women in Africa.








Violence against women is violence against society.





Rising up in Response: Women’s rights activism in conflict situations





5. Sustain women’s activism by recognising their tendency to minimise or ignore stress and provide them with opportunities to rest and recover.


6. Enhance the security of women activists by providing options for protection, by formulating security guidelines that reflect women activists’ realities, and by assessing the human rights protection response of international peace support operations with an independent security audit.


7. Finally, take measures to improve violence prevention and response mechanisms in conflicts by altering international agency perceptions of, and responses to, violence at all stages of a conflict.


UAF hopes that this study will stimulate a constructive dialogue between women activists and international actors, as well as contribute to a bigger pool of information on women’s activism in the face of armed conflict. 


Review of Rochelle Jones, from AWID published in Resource Net Friday Files, No 216


Review: � HYPERLINK "http://www.awid.org" ��www.awid.org� 


To download the full report in PDF format (large file): � HYPERLINK "http://www.urgentactionfund.org/documents/Rising-Up-In-Response.pdf" ��www.urgentactionfund.org/documents/Rising-Up-In-Response.pdf� 
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