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EDITORIAL





Women’s participation in decision-making at decentralised level: WILDAF experience 


in 7 West African countries.








Women’s participation in decision-making remains a concern in terms of women’s rights promotion in Africa. WiLDAF is pleased to share with you in this issue two elements relating to this topic. These are a global analysis of the experience gained in the field of women’s participation in decision-making at local and national levels over the three years of implementation of the « Good governance and women’s participation in 7 West African countries » project, and a declaration adopted by many women networks (WiLDAF, Groots and WILSA) at the end of a workshop during the 53rd session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, held from 2nd to 13th March in New York.





On the economic level and in the context of the G-20 meeting held on 2nd  April, we propose to you a small reflection on the impact of the economic and financial crisis on African population groups in general and particularly on women in the article entitled « The economic crisis in Africa: once again women and girls should pay for it » 





Despite the pervading gloom generated by this global crisis, it is nevertheless encouraging to note without making too much wave, that women’s work is bearing fruits and the barriers begin to break down. You will appreciate by yourself while reading our compilation of Africa news and the World news.





In the heading « Women of Honour » you will get to know Mrs. Sylvie Lucas, elected President of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations since last 15th January.  





Finally, dear readers, you will consult with interest the heading « resource » of reports published in the previous issue in relation with women.





Enjoy the reading!





Beatrice Kayi AJAVON 


Administration and Communication Officer.

















Also available on our website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org/eng" ��www.wildaf-ao.org/eng�




















Saudi King appoints first woman to council





Saudi King Abdullah has appointed for the first time a woman to the council of ministers. He named Noor Al-Fayez deputy minister for women's education in the Saudi Council of Ministers. “Only a woman can know the problems and challenges women are facing. It is a change towards a better situation, "she told Arab News





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/02/14/saudi.arabia.woman.minister/" ��http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/meast/02/14/saudi.arabia.woman.minister/�





*************************





Women in Parliament: Africa in good place in the global classification thanks to the efforts of some countries





A record number of women took seats in parliamentary renewals in 2008 and one out of five parliamentarians elected was woman, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 


Information released at the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians session held here Sunday during the IPU's 120th Assembly shows a total of 12,879 seats were up for renewal in 66 chambers of 54 countries. Women took 2,656, or 20.6 percent, of those seats, the highest annual renewal on record.





The world average of women members across all chambers of parliament also reached an all-time high of 18.3 percent indicated a handout from the IPU. 


It said 15 percent of parliamentary chambers have reached 30 percent or more women members. Forty percent of these chambers are found in Europe, one third in Africa and 23 percent in Latin America. 


In Africa, Rwanda's parliament made history when its lower house elected a majority 56.3 percent of women members. In Angola women took 37 percent of the seats in its first post-conflict election. Some impressive gains were made overall in Latin America, where women took 26.5 percent of seats in the 12 chambers that were renewed. 





Meanwhile, the Pacific island states remain the worst-performing region in terms of women's election to parliament. No women candidates were successful in the single or lower house races in Nauru, Palau and Tonga, according to the IPU. The 120th IPU Assembly and its related meetings will be held at the Conference Centre of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa from Sunday to Friday. 





The opening ceremony is scheduled to take place at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday in the Millennium Hall situated near the Bole International Airport. 





Let us point out that no West African country is listed among the countries where women are better represented in parliament.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.french.xinhuanet.com/french/2009-04/06/content_852642.htm" ��http://www.french.xinhuanet.com/french/2009-04/06/content_852642.htm�
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Women in Honour�
�
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Sylvie Lucas appointed president of the Economic and Social Council of the United nations�
�



Her Excellency Sylvie Lucas was elected sixty-fifth President of the Economic and Social Council on 15 January 2009. Ambassador Lucas is the Permanent Representative of Luxembourg to the United Nations.  





Prior to her appointment, Ms. Lucas served as the Director for Political Affairs in Luxembourg’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She also held the post of the Ministry’s Deputy Director for Political Affairs from 2000 to 2003. 





In 1995, she was appointed, for a five year period, as Luxembourg’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations.





Ms. Lucas has also served as Luxembourg’s Ambassador to Portugal (2003-2004), and, simultaneously, as non-resident Ambassador to Cape Verde. She began her Government career in 1990, when she joined her Foreign Ministry’s Directorate for Political and Cultural Affairs. From 1991 to 1995, she served in the Directorate for International and Economic Relations.





Ms. Lucas was born on 30 June 1965.  She received a Master of Arts degree in history from the University of Human Sciences in Strasbourg in 1988, and a Master of Arts in European political and administrative studies in 1989 from the College of Europe in Bruges, Belgium.  She speaks five languages: Luxemburgish, French, English, German and Portuguese.





Since 15 January 2009, Ms. Sylvie Lucas held the position of President of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations and thus became the second woman at the head the institution. 





She will be assisted in her duties by four vice-presidents among whom 3 women: Carmen Maria Gallardo Hernandez of El Salvador, Tiina Intelmann of Estonia, and Somduth Soborun of Mauritius.





The WILDAF network sends her its congratulations and wishes her and her entire team a prosperous year.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/ecosoc/president/bio.shtml" ��http://www.un.org/ecosoc/president/bio.shtml�























WILDAF-Mali has launched through this activity the campaign: "Africa for women's rights - ratify and respect" which aims to bring African States to ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the rights of women in Africa and to respect these instruments in law and in practice.





********************





Hadjia Hajara M. Ali appointed at the Council State in Ghana





Hadjia Hajara M. Ali of the Women and Good Governance Coalition (CoWIG – Tema and Ashaiman) has been appointed member of the Council State by Professor John Evans Atta Mills, the president of Ghana. The Council State represents the Highest body in the Republic of Ghana that advises the President.





Hajia Hajara holds the position of the National Women’s Organizer of the Peoples National Convention (PNC) a political party formed since 1992 and is also a member of CoWIIG coalition established under the WILDAF West Africa project entitled “Good Governance and Women’s participation in seven West-African countries”. 





The WILDAF network congratulates Hajia on her appointment and wishes her good luck.





********************


Strengthening Workshop of "Women and good governance” coalition in Togo 





WILDAF-TOGO has started since February 2009 a series of workshops in three regions of Togo including the maritime region, the plateau region and the central region. 





The main objective of these workshops is to build capacity for action of the members of the coalition "Women and Good Governance" for the implementation of fundamental human rights of women in Togo.





Participants will become familiar with international and national legal instruments in order to spread them and help women to defend their rights through advocacy, information, training and education.





Let us point out that the coalitions have been established in the framework of  the project "Women and Good Governance" initiated by the WILDAF sub-regional office in order to identify women's needs and conduct advocacy and lobbying at national  level so as to include gender issues in policies, plans and budgets.














Continued from page 4





In Benin and Burkina Faso, the coalitions adopted a special strategy to meet the needs for capacity building of local authorities. 





Actions meant to improve the representation of women in decision-making bodies





While seeking to influence the decisions made by local authorities, the coalitions carried out actions meant to take advantage of elections to increase the number of women to positions of political responsibility. 





The strategies used for the representation of women in the local decision-making bodies are the same in the countries.


 


In Senegal, in anticipation of the 2008 local elections, at Thiès and Djourbel where the coalitions have been actives, they:





- Organised panel bringing together local administrative authorities and population groups;


- Paid visit to the leaders of political parties in order to incite them to well position women on the list of candidates;


- Sensitised the party active members during their meetings;


- Supported women members of the coalition when they were encountering difficulty to be well positioned;


- Sensitised and convinced women leaders from whom male candidates were requesting their support, to rather stand themselves for the elections;


- Sensitised women for their registration as voters and on the need for women to vote; 


- Presented programmes on community media.


Unfortunately the elections were postponed until 2009. 





In Benin, during the municipal and communal elections in 2008, these actions enabled the election of a woman to the municipal council of the commune of Bohicon for the first time in the history of this commune. The same result was obtained in the communes of Abomey, Zagnado and Ouinhi.





What were the difficulties?


Internal and external difficulties appeared in women’s attempt to organise themselves to influence the local governance. 





The internal difficulties include: 


- The persistence of some limitations in women’s capacities to organise themselves in order to influence the decisions of the local authorities. (Though some needs in capacity building were met through the project, there is still lack of capacity in study and documentation of issues that concern women, preparation of dossiers that convince authorities,








Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, relating to women’s rights in Africa adopted in July 2003 as well as the Solemn Declaration on gender equity in Africa.





If all these instruments so much insist on this issue it is because women’s participation in decision-making has with development strong links already stressed in the Beijing Programme of Action in 1995, which are stated in these words: « Equal participation in decision-making is not only a simple issue of justice and democracy; it is also a necessary condition for the consideration of women’s interests. Without an active participation of women and consideration of their viewpoints at all levels of decision-making, the objectives of equality, development and peace are impossible to be achieved »





Despite this acknowledgement of the right and rationale of its exercise by women, and over 25 years after the adoption of CEDAW, we have no choice but to notice that at central level there is low participation of women in politics.


These are those considerations that justified the implementation of the « good governance and women’s participation in 7 West African countries » project by WiLDAF.


Continued on page 3





We propose to you a text on women’s participation in decision-making. It is a presentation that WILDAF has made during a conference organised by the International Development Research Center (CRDI).





It takes stock of the work done by WILDAF in 7 West African countries in the field of women’s participation in decision-making at local level with the financial support of the European Union.





Women’s participation in the management of public affairs is a need recognised and affirmed by the international community through various national and regional platforms and legal instruments to which African states, particularly those of West Africa adhere.





The Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women adopted by the United Nations in 1979 urges States to take appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the political and public life of the country and particularly ensure them under the same conditions of equality with men the right to « participate in the development of the State policy and its implementation, take public positions and carry out any public duties at all levels of the government ».


The equal participation of men and women in decision-making bodies is a principle enshrined in the Charter of the African Union and reiterated in the











Ms. Hadizatou Mani, woman of courage 2009





The "Women of Courage Award for 2009" of the U.S. State Department has been awarded to Ms. Mani Hadizatou, a Niger native. 





Ms Mani was a victim of slavery for nine years and had filed a complaint against the State of Niger before the Economic Community of African States (ECOWAS) Court of Justice which condemned the government of Niger to pay 10 million CFA for damages for not having protected her against slavery.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.humanrights-geneva.info/Hadijatou-Koraou-enfin-libre-comme,3675" ��http://www.humanrights-geneva.info/Hadijatou-Koraou-enfin-libre-comme,3675�





*************************





Liberia: International Colloquium on women’s empowerment, leadership development, international peace and security





The International colloquium on "women's empowerment, leadership development, international peace and security", which coincides with the International Women's Day, will be held from 8 to 9 March in Monrovia, Liberia. 





The colloquium co-convened by the President of Finland Tarja Halonen and Liberia’s President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, will enable women to discuss and exchange on best practices regarding women's empowerment and leadership. 





The meeting aims also to support the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325, which ensures the protection of women against abuses during war. Other themes to be developed during the meeting will be related to achieving the goal 3 of the MDGs (gender equality and women empowerment) and also gender dimensions of climate change. 





A centre called "Angie Brooks" will be launched in order to support the implementation of actions emerging from the Colloquium.





The event will bring together international and national participants especially women leaders; heads of state and government, NGOs among which WILDAF. 





For more information about this colloquium, please visit: http://womenscolloquium.org/col.html























Bénin














Women’s participation in decision-making at decentralised level: WILDAF experience in 7 West African countries.
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In Benin, the Zou coalition was able to make listed in the 2008 budget, 17 scholarships for girls who have completed their primary education. In total 5 girls benefited from these scholarships in 2007-2008. They discussed with the authorities and following their actions, the latter raised the number of scholarships to 17 for 2008-2009. 





Actions aimed at mobilising financing and other forms of support from other stakeholders.





In Togo, the Atakpame coalition identified as a priority the rehabilitation of the road leading to the central market of the town were mainly women work. The authorities admitted the necessity to consider this need but raised the problem of resources to be allocated for it. The coalition mobilised the carrier trade union that accepted to provide gravel while the loaders contributed with manpower necessary for the rehabilitation of the road.


 


In Senegal, at Notto, the members of the coalition submitted to the President of the rural Council a platform of priorities relating to maternal and neonatal health, development of the market and water supply. After many discussions, these concerns were taken into consideration in the 2008 budget. 





At Kati, in Mali, the women and good governance coalition listed among its priorities the reduction of maternal land neonatal mortality, and identified the irregular functioning of the ambulance as one of the causes. 


What strategies have been implemented to influence the decisions of the local authorities?





The advocacy strategies that women used are varied and differ from one country to another and according to the context.





Most of these are communication strategies, including:


 


- Visits and meetings with the local authorities, leaders of political parties;


- Meetings with groups of women of the localities in order to mobilise them around priorities that coalitions want to push forward;


- Use of media to sensitise women and population groups;


- Recourse to the service of public announcers; 


- Press conferences.


Alliances have been built with other civil society networks and organisations, including professional corporations, and sometimes with local elected representatives, men and women, particularly in Ghana and Benin. The same alliances were sought with the local representatives of ministries in charge of women’s affairs and gender.





Continued on page 5





WILDAF West Africa office





Ownership workshop under the project “Using law for rural women’s empowerment in 5 West-African countries





WILDAF sub-regional office organized from 3rd to 5th February 2009 in Lome the ownership workshop of the project: "Using law for rural women’s empowerment in five (5) West-African countries". 





The project funded by MDG3 Fund “Investing in Equality " brought together representatives of the WILDAF network, rural women colleges, ROPPA (Réseau des Organisations Paysannes et Producteurs Agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest), which is a west-african farmer’s organization and program officers coming from five West-African countries namely Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Togo.





The ownership workshop enabled participants to familiarize with the project, to develop a more detailed and operational action plan of the activities included in the project.





The representatives of the Minister of Social affairs and women’s empowerment, the Minister of Agriculture as well as the Minister to the Prime Minister in charge of development at grassroots took part in the opening ceremony. They all have on behalf of their respective Ministers appreciated the initiative of this project and expressed their willingness and availability to support it.





********************





Celebration of the International Women’s Day in Mali 





Various activities took place during the International Women’s Day. WiLDAF Mali held on 8th March 2009 in Yorosso (Mali), a panel discussion under the theme: "Decision-making towards HIV / AIDS within the couple” and  


“Women’s participation in the electoral process” thanks to the financial support of the UNIFEM (United Nations Development Fund for Women)





The conference helped inform and educate women and men on decision-making within couples facing AIDS and their access to caregiving. It also raised awareness among political parties and among women themselves so that they may participate actively in the political life of the country by being candidates in the next elections. 











The economic crisis in Africa: Once again, women and girls should pay for it








Continued from page 2





While we are moving towards the end of this action that lasted 3 years, we are happy to share with you our reflection on the achievements. The paper will be structured around 4 items:





- Brief description of the project and the activities carried out as well as the results obtained


- Difficulties encountered


- Lessons learnt from the action


- And recommendations for a better consideration of women’s rights, interests and needs by the local governance.





- The project and its activities





The «good governance and women’s participation in 7 West African countries» project 





The project covers 7 countries that are Benin, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo. It aims at building the capacities of women’s organisations in rural and urban area, to participate in governance by influencing the decisions and policies of the authorities.


The approach used consisted firstly in training women themselves in a number of fields deemed indispensable in order to acquire the knowledge and skills useful for their action. The training modules addressed women’s basic human rights, organisation of the state, decentralisation, gender budgeting, techniques of advocacy and lobbying, networking and coalition building. At the end of the training sessions under which about 25 organisations went at central level and the double at decentralised level in each country, the participants identified the priorities relating to women’s rights around which they have built coalitions.





In each country, there is a coalition at central level and two or more at decentralised level according to the country. The rights contained in the platforms of priorities to be defended by these coalitions show different category of rights:


PoPolitical: namely women’s representation in decision-making bodies; 


- Social: right to health, water, education;


- Economic: right to employment, rights to support to women’s economic activities in the informal sector (Article 13 of the Protocol on African women’s rights), namely the improvement of road infrastructure leading to rural markets, improvement of health conditions in the markets.





Based on their platforms of priorities, the coalitions built undertook to influence the decisions of public authorities at central and local level











What had they precisely done?





The actions carried out at local level can be classified into two categories:


- some of these actions aimed at considering women’s rights by decision-makers at local level;


- others should improve women’s representation in the local decision-making bodies, as a means to obtain at term a better consideration of women’s rights by elected women.





Actions for the consideration of women’s rights by decision-makers





Actions to influence decision-makers for the consideration of women’s rights can be classified according to the fact that they:





- targeted budgeting decision-making processes, 


- aimed at raising financing and other forms of support from other stakeholders, 


- helped to earn from decentralised communities revenues necessary for the management of their priorities,


- or finally aimed at obtaining any other decision for the effectiveness of priority rights.





Actions that have targeted budgeting decision-making processes





It was about ensuring that budgets of local communities provided lines that could enable to make effective social and economic rights deemed having priority by women’s organisations. Experiences were conclusive in this area in Benin, and in Togo. 


In Togo, in the Commune of Kpalimé, the women and good governance coalition listed among its priorities the development of the local market, access ways and the extension of potable water infrastructure in the market. In November 2007, while the budget was being prepared, the members of the coalition had working sessions with the committee of town councillors in charge of preparing the budget for the consideration of their concerns. They were promised thereof. In order to ensure that the adopted budget will reflect its concerns, the coalition was represented at the budget adoption session by the town council. The interesting thing of this experience is that, following the action of the coalition, the Mayor of the town invited through radio the population to participate, for the first time, in the council deliberations, which were previously held behind closed doors. At the end of the deliberations, all the elements contained in the coalition’s request were posted in the budget of the 2008 fiscal year, except the extension of the water supply that should be taken into consideration under an extension project planned for later.


Continued on page 4








THE AFRICAN INTERNATIONAL MEDIA SUMMIT (AIMS) AFRICAN WOMEN AND THE MEDIA





The African Union in partnership with African Development Bank (ADB), ECOWAS, Diaspora Africa Forum (DAF), and African Business Roundtable (ABR) organized the 4th edition of the African International Media Summit (AIMS) held from 13th to 15th in Addis Ababa. AIMS 2009 focused on the role of African women in the media and the importance of balanced reporting in an effort to promote the impact and importance of African women in the development of Africa.  





The summit brought together Ministers of Information, youth, media magnates and media policy-makers, journalists, broadcasters, Internet media and management and marketing, from all over Africa and the Diaspora.  





For more information consult the website of the event at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.theafricamediasummit.com" ��www.theafricamediasummit.com�  





********************


Africa seeks a single currency by 2028





African economists are thinking of creating a single African currency by 2028, according to a statement of the Commissioner of the African Union (AU) Economic Affairs, Maxwell Mkwezalamba during the First Congress of African Economists held in Nairobi, Kenya. 





In 1991, African countries had signed and ratified the Abuja Treaty. This agreement provides for a gradual implementation of a common market, an African monetary fund, a central African bank issuing the continent-wide currency and an African parliament.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.pambazuka.org/aumonitor/comments/2226/" ��http://www.pambazuka.org/aumonitor/comments/2226/�





********************


News of the protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples rights on the rights of women in Africa





After Guinea-Bissau, it is the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), which has ratified the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) on the Rights of Women in Africa on 9th February 2009. 


We thus extend our congratulations to the Congolese authorities for their efforts to promote and protect women's rights in Africa. 





WiLDAF also congratulate all women’s rights organizations, members of the monitoring committee for the ratification and implementation of the Protocol by Congo for the work done under this ratification, which brings to 27 the number of countries that have ratified the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights.

















New Report of the World Bank





The World Bank has published a new report entitled " Girls education in the 21st century: gender equality, empowerment and economic growth " which highlights the third objective of the Millennium Development Goals. 





The report divided into 17 chapters deals with the progress made in girls’ primary education in recent years, the gender disparities at the level of secondary education, the difficulties of education in conflict areas and the new challenges to reduce gender inequality. 





The document also underlines the outcomes of girls’ education on States economic growth.





� HYPERLINK "http://web.worldbank.org" ��http://web.worldbank.org�





********************





Exploitation Sexuelle : Crime Sans Frontières





The book entitled « Exploitation Sexuelle : Crime Sans Frontières » was presented by the Groupe International de Paroles de Femmes, which is a French Women’s rights organization, during the first edition of the World Day to Fight Sexual Exploitation held on 4th March 2009 in Paris. 





The book co-authored by Abysse Bjelinka (Founding president of G.I.P.F.) and Swan Falandry (coordinator and co-founder of the organization) calls for all States and individuals to become aware of the scourge of sexual exploitation and to fight against it.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mediaterre.org/genre/actu,20090224140631,1.html" ��http://www.mediaterre.org/genre/actu,20090224140631,1.html�
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The Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa


Twenty Seven (27) States have ratified it and 45 have signed it as 9th February 2009.  Entry into force : 25th November 2005 �
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You are member of WiLDAF/FeDDAF West African Network and wish to publicize your activities?  Your initiative?  Your association?





Send us your text (long or short, what counts is the content!) by e-mail to WiLDAF West Africa. The deadline for the reception of the texts is:  June 1st 2008 (for January 2009 issue).





Who are the Newsletter readers? The WiLDAF West Africa Newsletter is distributed to WiLDAF West Africa members in nine countries of the sub-region BUT ALSO to our partners in Africa, Europe, Scandinavian countries and America.





� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@wildaf-ao.org" ��info@wildaf-ao.org� 
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You are free to copy WiLDAF West Africa’s information on a not-for-profit basis in other formats, and use it in your interest, provided the WiLDAF/FeDDAF West Africa is mentioned as source.








You may obtain further information at:


WiLDAF West Africa/Sub-regional office


B.P. 7755 Lomé - Togo


Phone: (228) 222-26-79


Fax: (228) 222-73-90





� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildaf-ao.org" ��www.wildaf-ao.org� 
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Women’s participation in decision-making at decentralised level: WILDAF experience in 7 West African countries





Continued from page 5





- The needs of empowerment of women negatively impacted the results of the actions they carried out. It is obvious that we could have obtained more significant results if they were all the time able to submit clear requests with a documentation allowing for convincing on the appropriateness of the needs that they express, the financial implications for them to be considered. 





These needs of capacity building were all the more felt as grassroots women’s constraints are more significant than at central level: illiteracy or the low level of education, poverty, the weigh of tradition with all its trail of unequal values, do not prepare women to play an active and influential role in the political sphere.





- Without an action in the form of programmes meant to train the local authorities also on their responsibilities and the relations arising thereof with citizens, women’s efforts to make their interests considered will produce only unpredictable results. There is an urgent need to create the conditions for women to be accepted by the authorities as full partners.





- The convergence between women’s interests and the readiness of the authorities to meet them creates favourable conditions for the mobilisation of necessary resources to meet them, and we noticed that women are ready to contribute to this mobilisation, which in principle does not fall under their responsibility as citizens.





- The alliances between women and the local elected representatives made the difference where they have been built. In Ghana, they facilitated the granting of a subsidy on the 2008 budget for a programme of women’s rights organisations deemed useful for the women of the commune. 





- For actions aimed at the representation of women in decision-making bodies, they produced only few results because there is a sensitisation of the population groups and women leaders; the lack of support to the campaign of women candidates abandoned to themselves was on the contrary a factor that explains the weakness of results achieved. 























�	African Union Watch
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WE DEMAND ACTION NOW 





Therefore we urge state parties to take the following actions:





1. Adopt, ratify, domesticate and implement international and regional instruments in fulfilment of their commitments.  





2. Take necessary measures to include in their respective National Constitutions, Electoral laws and political parties’ constitutions, affirmative action policy, gender equality and proportional representation at all levels of decision making. 





3. Create an enabling environment to eliminate political violence which is an obstacle to women’s political participation. 





4.  Include in the curricular for schools gender equality education from primary level through to tertiary levels.





5. Partner with Civil Society and Grassroots women in decision making processes and development.





6. Provide the facilities and take measures to build the capacities of decision makers to implement and mainstream gender equality in all their decisions including gender budgeting. 





WE ALSO URGE CIVIL SOCIETY TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS.





1. Build the capacity of men and women on gender skills.  





2. Mobilize and build the capacity of women to organize themselves at grassroots level towards empowering them for effective participation in decision making at all levels and engaging with policy and decision makers to ensure accountability.  





3. Mentor young girls and encourage peer learning as well as provide skills to build their capacities for leadership positions. 





4. Build the capacity of the decision makers on gender equality, gender budgeting and gender mainstreaming. 

















Algerian Women allowed transmitting their nationality to their children 





Algerian Women allowed to transmit their nationality to their children 





A presidential decree announced that Algeria has lifted its reservations on article 9 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which gives equal rights to women and men to transmit their nationality to their children. 





Therefore, Algerian women married to foreigners are now allowed to transmit their nationality to their children. 





Algeria had ratified the convention on All Forms of discriminations Against Women in 1996 with this reservation. The instrument has been adopted by the UN General Assembly on 18th December 1979.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.awid.org" ��www.awid.org�





*************************





FGM constitutes a grave human rights violation 





The panel discussion held on the occasion of the International Day of Tolerance Zero to FGM, 6 February, was an expression of political will to continue and accelerate efforts to put an end to this intolerable form of violence against women and girls, said the IPU Secretary General, Anders B. Johnsson. 





Swiss MP Maria Roth-Bernasconi recalled that FGM is practised primarily in North-East and West Africa, as well as in some regions in the Middle East. However, migration flows have resulted in the spread of this practice beyond the countries of origin. 





FGM constitutes a grave human rights violation. It is an expression of the gender inequality which is deeply rooted in the social, economic and political structures of the countries where it is practised, she added.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ipu.org/news-e/latest.htm" ��http://www.ipu.org/news-e/latest.htm�








« Do you know Madam that since the morning you are the first person to buy something with me? Already yesterday, I paid my round transport to the market and yet I returned home without selling anything all the day ». Women are facing the same difficulties, be they foodstuff sellers or farmers. Those who are in the informal sector are not spared, facing the continuous erosion of their purchasing power. 





Analysts acknowledge that today in Africa women represent the majority of poor population groups; the social strata which will feel all the more hardly the crisis as their living conditions were already precarious. In these conditions, the crisis must be considered as an opportunity to build a fairer world, more humane and with fairer distribution of wealth. To that effect, one could only support Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, General Director of the World Bank who declared: « We must consider the poor as assets and not liabilities. The new globalisation should be translated into new methods to treat our infants, educate the youths, empower women and protect vulnerable people� ». It is time that these measures are taken to prevent that the crisis permanently worsens the situation of women and girls in African countries.





Source: The World Bank





****************************





After Guinea-Bissau, we count one more ratification 





After Guinea-Bissau, it is the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), which has ratified the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) on the Rights of Women in Africa on 9th February 2009. 





We thus count one more ratification and extend our congratulations to the Congolese authorities for their efforts to promote and protect women's rights in Africa. 





WiLDAF also extends its congratulations to all women’s rights organizations, members of the monitoring committee for the ratification and implementation of the Protocol by Congo for the work done under this ratification. 





This new ratification brings to 27 the number of countries that have ratified the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights. The Democratic Republic of Congo is the first country in Central Africa to ratify the instrument. 








Women’s participation in decision-making at decentralised level: WILDAF experience 


in 7 West African countries.














NETWORK NEWS





 WILDAF West Africa participated in the 53rd session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women through a workshop parallel to the official session. The workshop held in collaboration with Gender Links, WLSA and Groots Kenya, took place in New York on 4th march 2009 under the theme “women’s participation in decision making in Africa: what has changed three years after”.





We, representatives of civil society organizations and members of local governments, coming from various parts of Africa, participants in the workshop organized by WILDAF, in collaboration with GENDER LINKS, WLSA and GROOTS,   on Women’s Participation in decision making in Africa, on march 4, 2009, at the Nigerian house, as a side event during the United Nations CSW53rd Session;





NOTING THAT:


1. It is important that women participate equally in decision making as their male counterparts towards the better sharing of responsibilities in the society, to engender development and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;





2. Despite the commitments of State parties through the Beijing Platform For Action, CEDAW and its optional Protocol, The Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of Women and other International Instruments relating to equality, women are still occupying disproportionate representation in decision making at all levels and their voices are not heard by decision makers as citizens, leading to marginalization in Governance;





3. The Lack of political will still exist among State Parties to transform their commitments to effective action;





4. Civil society efforts have achieved results which as a result of various factors, are however marginal in getting some women into decision making positions in some of the States and organizing women at national and local levels to get their voices heard in administrative and Governance issues.





CONCERNED THAT:





1. In view of the current states of affairs, and were as we are approaching 2015, most of the African States will not meet their commitments to the Beijing Platform for Action and the Millennium Development Goals.





2. African Countries will be unable to meet global challenges such as poverty reduction, financial and economic crisis, the HIV Pandemic, when women who constitute half of the population are excluded from decision making and can not assume their rightful role in the development process.

















analysis of budget, and assurance in the legitimacy of actions carried out and a certain fear of authority).


- Generally speaking, there is a problem of follow-up: it happened that the coalitions could not follow-up their actions after obtaining promises, for the consideration of these promises at the moment of preparation of budget. In other cases, it was the monitoring of the execution of the budget that was not conducted by the coalitions in order to monitor the achievement of actions listed on their application.


- The defection of some actors of the coalition and sometimes problems of leadership;





The considerable external difficulties concern:





- The attitude of some local elected representatives who do not openly collaborate with women. This shows a need of sensitisation of the latter, who, while been aware of the fact that they cannot dismiss the potential voters who approach them, stay in a logic of relationship between elected and voters that does not really reflect the cardinal principles of decentralisation such as accountability, right of citizens to participate in the management of public affairs, right to information.


- The difficult access to information (sometimes the coalitions are not able to have access to the budget proposal: example in the Zou in Benin, at Thiès in Senegal).


- The problems of financing, technical support and coaching for the implementation of women’s plan of action at local level.


- The political tensions and the non holding of elections on dates scheduled according to the texts are real constraints to the effectiveness of actions carried out for the representation of women in decision-making bodies. 





What lessons can we learn form our experience?





- There is a need to create awareness among women in order to expect that they can demand the implementation of their rights by the authorities.


- It is easier to mobilise women and get their support about economic and social rights because they relate to concrete and material aspects of their lives.


- The difficulties in access to information were also a constraint to the efficiency of the action of women’s organisations. This contributed, apart from the limited number of elected representatives won over the cause of women’s group, to the non consideration of women’s priorities in the 2009 budget in the ZOU.








Continued on page 6





WILDAF at the 53rd session of the United Nations Commission on


 the Status of Women





















































Four Women appointed at the International Criminal Court





The International Criminal Court (ICC) elected last January five judges including four women. These judges elected by the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute made a solemn undertaking in open court in order to exercise their functions impartially and conscientiously. Out of the five judges four are women among whom two are Africans. The ceremony was held on 11th March 2009 at the seat of the Court in The Hague.





The names of the elected judges are the following:


Ms -Fumiko SAIGA (Japan)


-Ms Joyce ALUOCH (Kenya)


-Ms Sanji Mmasenono MONAGENG (Botswana)


-Ms Christine VAN DEN WYNGAERT (Belgium)


-Mr Cuno TARFUSSER (Italy)





For more information check the website of the International Criminal Court at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.icc-cpi.int/menus/" ��http://www.icc-cpi.int/menus/�














African populations were astonished third party of the economic and financial crisis that started last year. Few of them could anticipate a direct impact of this crisis on their situation. With good reason! Those who are at the origin of this, just like the concerned institutions are very far from Africa, the probability that affected savings and investments come from Africa is almost nil. Yet, today, in the context of a global economy, Africans will necessarily be affected by the disastrous consequences of the economic crisis.





According to the World Bank, developing countries will devote, for the recovery of their collapsed economies, part of the funds already allocated to budgetary recovery in the developing countries, which will have negative impacts on the population groups of these countries. The financial situation of many developing countries is deteriorating, with the risk to make basic services of health education for instance less accessible to the poorest, and 98 of these countries are already suffering from a financing gap of 270 to 700 billion. 





Initially preserved from the financial crisis, some poor sub-Sahara African countries are facing today a tax burden due to the decrease in the price of raw materials, an importance source of revenue for the State, according to the document prepared for the G-20 Summit. Thus for example, the sharp fall in the price of oil had impact on countries such as Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon and Nigeria, where the oil generates more than half of the global revenues. The depreciation of raw materials other than oil affected Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea and many other countries, according to the same document.





In 2009, according to some estimates, the crisis could push into poverty 53 million additional people (i.e people earning less than two dollars per day). The research works of the World Bank show that the most affected could suffer from malnutrition; they could be compelled to sell assets belonging to them so far in order to support their families or to take their children away from school.





Facing this situation, as usual, women and girls will pay the heaviest toll. The odds are that parents sacrifice once again girls when they will be compelled to choose the child to be taken away from school. As mothers, women must show imagination and creativity to provide at least one meal per day in their families, while there is a decrease in the revenue of their commercial activities. As economic actors, the crisis also hits them very hard. In a West African country, a textile fabric retailer told this to one of her client, who at 4:00 pm asked for CFA 200 discount over a meter of fabric, at the risk not to pay:




















Recommendations





The following recommendations are made for the consideration of women’s rights, interests and needs in the field of decentralisation and local governance: 





- It is important to consider empowerment action for women’s organisations at local level in order to support their effort to influence governance by the authorities for the consideration of their interests and needs;





- There is a need to encourage the local elected representatives, their structures to systematically undertake sensitising women and population groups on their rights, namely with respect to participation in the management of public affairs at local level and on the role they can play;





- It is necessary to support and coach women standing for elections;





- There is a need of sensitisation and capacity building of local elected representatives on their role in the field of women’s human rights, gender budgeting and effectiveness of development aid.





- We must create regular forums for discussion between women and local elected representatives.





In view of the results achieved after three years, it clearly appears that decentralisation does not necessarily bring about a better consideration of women’s rights by the local authorities. Women must have knowledge and the necessary know-how to interact with local authorities and the latter must acquire a culture of democratic governance that makes them open to listen and consider the interests and needs of the population groups. 





If these conditions are met, this approach will help to speed up the effectiveness of women’s rights, namely economic and social rights. We hope that we have set in motion a dynamics that deserves to be consolidated through actions towards these two types of stakeholders of the state and civil society.
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