   
PRESS RELEASE
WiLDAF/FeDDAF
 – West Africa is organising a sub regional exchange meeting on the implementation of its project “Using law for rural women’s empowerment in 5 West African countries”
Date: 07 to 09 June in CIFEX (Agbalepedo-Lomé)
Participants are actors involved in the implementation of the project in Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Togo.
The project, lasting 30 months, aims at enabling rural women farmers, members of peasant organisation coordinations and women from rural areas in beneficiary countries, to know their rights, to claim them in order to exercise them on the same footing as men in their family, community and professional lives and, to ensure their application for the benefit of women in their respective environment.
It is fully funded by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs through the MDG3 Fund ‘Investing in Equality’
 set up for contributing to reducing inequalities and offering the same opportunities to men and women throughout the world. This fund represents the Dutch Government’s contribution to reaching the 3rd priority of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG): “eliminating discrepancies between men and women at all levels”.
The sub-regional meeting results from a series of 5 national meetings that have enabled local actors to exchange on activities carried out, project mi-course performance in the beneficiary countries. It will be ideal for exchanging, sharing and discussing strategies, good practices, performance, difficulties, failures and prospects. In that purpose, the conclusions of the Lomé meeting will engender implementation on the field during the remaining 12 months and will enhance results.

It is important to note that the sub regional meeting takes place at the right time, four months before the world evaluation of the MDG implementation, which a Summit will be devoted to next September in New York.
About thirty actors involved in the project implementation, mainly programme managers, women farmer paralegals, social development workers, and representatives of women farmers’ colleges members of ROPPA
, will take part in the meeting.

Contact: Béatrice Ajavon/ communication service: 261 26 79 

� Women in Law and Development in Africa/Femme, Droit et Développement en Afrique


� Web contact on the MDG3 Fund : http://www.mdg3.nl/


� Réseau des organisations paysannes et des producteurs agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (West African Farmer organisations and Farm Producers’ Network)





